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We knew that the autumn show was changing venues and what a change it was! The Darras Hall in Ponteland was the his-
toric venue for the SRGC and AGS shows in Northumberland. It was excellent as far as staging and selling plants and at the
same time feeding members. It was comfortable and comforting in that it was the place we all knew. However an organisa-
tion which stands still and does not innovate struggles in the modern age. It was a brave move to leave what they knew and
branch out to the new venue, Cowells Garden Centre in nearby Woolsington. It proved to be a superb idea. Whereas natural
"A light was restricted in the Darras
_ .. hall, in the glasshouses of the
\\\ .;H Garden centre the plants luxuriat-
' ed in sunshine. What about

scorching ? What about over-

tion. Many of the glass roof lights
on the south side were screened
to reduce the sunlight on the
plants. Still there was more than
enough brightness to enable us
properly to appreciate the plants.

Like the Aberdeen show in the Duthie Park Greenhouses
the setting in Cowells Garden Centre showed off the
show plants to their best advantage. There was even
room for specialist Nurseries and Club Plant sales tables.
Our show was surrounded by acres of the garden cen-
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tre’s own bulbs, shrubs and flowers for sale. One look at

&% GCA Garden Centre of th Y
the quality of the sales plants and the excellent displays hl i
quality D play i ) Cowells Garden Centre

shows why Cowell’s has been voted ‘Garden Centre of
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| o ‘_ » : i . L The quality of their plants rivalled many of ours on the
[ W L el 1w show benches. In fact, | am sure some members of the

. pubI|c must have wondered why we prize species Cycla-
4 men over the Florists big cultivars, a wall of which plants
W screened off one side of the show. There was a continual
buzz at this show as first SRGC and AGS members flocked
in, to be followed all day by a constant stream of interest-
;\7“’ ed gardeners. If you shop at Cowell’s you can find every-
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thing you might need [and several that you did not realise
that you now need] for your garden. Hopefully most visi-

tors now realise that rock garden plants are what they need
to bring interest to their garden at this time of the year.
Some will join us.

For dedicated alpinists the huge range of excellent ‘other
non-alpine; plants on sale must have tempted them to grow
Heucheras or Phormiums, Roses or Clematis.
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The standard of Cyclamen exhibits at shows in Northern
England always impresses me. Part of this is because there
are a large number of growers to draw from and who are
prepared to travel to the show. Part is also due to the
weather. By this | mean that there is more sunshine and
more heat in that sunshine than there is further north in
Scotland. However Roma Fiddes always confounds this
idea of mine by regularly showing well flowered plants of
C. rohlfsianum. There were probably more cyclamen at the
show than any other genus.

Cyclamen rohlfsianum
Cyclamen colchicum
Cyclamen africanum

A very dark form of C. hederifolium
Cyclamen cilicium ex PD 25789
Cyclamen cilicium album

There were many other superb Cyclamen but | could not

include everyone.
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¢ 3. Gentiana ‘Blue Silk’

. 4. Gentiana sino ornata

c ‘.s 5. Gentiana ‘Barbara Lyle’
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B 1. Galanthus peshmenii

2. Colchicum macrophyllum
3. Colchicum baytopiorum
71 4. Allium callimischon haemostictum

5. Asarum maximum
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| think Sandy

Leven’s picture

broke my lens!
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Crocus serotinus

Crocuc kotschyanus

Crocus niveus
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Fabulous & all under one roof!
Oxalis flabellifolia
Crocus mathewii ‘Dream Dancer’
Crocus serotinus salzmannii ‘El Torcal’
Crocus hadriaticus
Habranthus martinezii

Eucomis vandermerwii

Myrteola nummularia
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