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Crocus speciosus

The start of the autumn flowering bulbs is a lovely time even though some of the blooms are fleeting. Unfortul

many of the autumn crocus are easily knocked over by the wind and rain but this does not spoil my enjoymer

them in fact it makes them ever more precious.

Crocus speciosus flower
Even when they have toppled over | can still enjoy the beauty of their floWassis why it is a good idea &iso
have some growing in pots under glass as they will be protectedliedamage caused by thend and rain.



Sternbergia bulbs
Seeing the first crocus flowers reminds me that it is now Septeanbdermefor the first storm. These surplus
Sternbergia bulbs which have been kept in dry sand are already making rootsesodrieéully replanted them this
is also a good indicatiaiatthe bulbs know exactly what season it is andhargready forroot growth.

Corydalis solida
TheseCorydalis soliddbulbshave also been stored but this time in moist leaf mould as theyedisiikng out and
while they arenot making roots just yeheyare extending their buds indicating that it is time | got all the stored
bulbs replanted and watered in.
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Topping off the compost
You will remember my compost was still a bit too damp for kg when | repotted the bulbs and so | did not
fill all the pots to the topvith compostndneatherdid | put on the gravel top dressinghis allowed the compost to
dry out so thexcessnoisture would not rot the bulbs while they were dormant. Naswiime to fill all the pots up
to the bottom of the rim with compost.
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Adding gravel
| then levelled the pots and topped them off with gravel. All the potsandisgon a layer of sand but are not
plungedin the wayl used to plunge clay pot¥hesesqar e pl ast i gungingdt svhaermne pd saalef
side like thisi that is they each help shade and protect etdedr fromsudden swgs in temperature. Paul
Cumbldon has written a very good description of the proper way to build and stack a pilmg 3 ofhis Wisley
Alpine Log on the SRGC WeSite- if you have the Bulb Log boekarked | suggest you do the same with the
Wisley Alpine Log which will appear every fortnighttp://www.srgc.org.uk/wisley/wisleylog.html

Bulb house one side ready

Working through | now have all the
pots on one side ready and will carry
on until they are all top dressed and
level. Unlike Paul at Wisley | cannot
afford to leave space around each
potbutl am in no doubt thatis way

is the ideal way to give each plant
some space to grow without the
fierce competitiorfor air and light.

The first storm

Now all the pots are topped up it is time for me to deliver the fir
storm. It is extremely importatitat | water each pot until it is
thoroughly soaked.

Flood each pot

Using the spray head on the hose pipe |
flood each pot in turnntil the water flows
over the sides.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/wisley/wisleylog.html

Draining after first soaking

After | have passed over
the pots for the fist time
some will drain at different
rates As the water passes
through the new compoat
drainage systerstarts to
becomeestablished within
the pots. As soon as | have
worked my way all around
the bulbhouse] startback
at thebeginningand flood
themall again The

drainage time should start
to even up as the moisture
penetrates all the compost
and drainage pathways are
formed so all the pots
should drain in the same
time.

Water again

After | havewateredthe nextbulb house | will go back and water for a third tifteding all the pots to ensure that
the compost is soaked all the way throaglkl the drainage is even



