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Arisaema griffithii
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Alpines 2001 trophy for best cushion plant, along with a certificate of merit. 
Cyril also won the SRGC 75th Jubilee prize award card for the best plant in a 
small pan for his Hymenoxys lapidicola. This is a rare and narrowly endemic 
plant, native only to a few sites on Blue Mountain Plateau, Uintah County, in 
the state of Utah in America.

Cyril also provided considerable interest with his lovely lemon-yellow 
seedling of Primula ex ‘Delight’ that he raised in 2014. The original ‘Delight’ 
was a Primula auricula crossed to P. x pubescens alba, and backcrossed to P. 
auricula. Cyril believes that his plant results from a further backcross, with a 
nearby P. auricula acting as the pollen parent. 

Steven Macfarlane showed a beautiful pan of Trillium grandiflorum 
‘Flore Pleno’ and it was a pleasure to see this well-grown plant at close 
quarters rather than in the usual garden setting. This particular plant 
impressed the judges enough to gain the award of a certificate of merit. 
Another certificate went to our show secretary Richard Green for his 

Rhododendron ‘Snipe’
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statuesque Arisaema griffithii. This plant was also shown to the Joint Rock 
committee and was awarded a preliminary certificate. The plant was lifted 
from the open ground of Richard’s garden although, like its other fellow 
species, it is more at home on the slopes of the Himalaya in damp moss under 
rhododendron forest.

The Best Plant in Section 2 – and indeed the only entry in the entire 
section – was Peggy Anderson’s Trillium luteum. In consequence, Peggy took 
home the James A Wilson trophy. T. luteum is one of the most attractive 
trilliums, with pale lemon flowers backed by dappled foliage. We emphasise 
that there is plenty of scope in this section for new exhibitors to start their 
showing careers with a good chance of taking home first prizes. We hope that 
this will encourage more entries next year.

Sandy Leven and Richard Green
Photos: Liz Cole

Clematis marmoraria
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Hexham, 1 April 2023

The joint show at Hexham is always a visit to be relished. The farmer’s fare 
at the Auction Mart canteen attracts the road-weary exhibitors, many 
of whom spend at least as long in the car as at the show itself. However, 

the nurseries, the exhibitors and high quality exhibits always lift spirits after a 
long journey. This joint SRGC/AGS show alternates the rules and ran under 
AGS rules this year. The differences include: Farrer (not Forrest) medals; the 
‘bulbous’ definition includes rhizomes such as Trillium but excludes Cyclamen; 
there are also size limits on pans.

A worrying feature of current shows is the lack of new exhibitors, 
there being no entries in the beginners section C, a trend also apparent 
in Scottish shows. However, there were 34 exhibitors who between 
them staged 354 plants. The open section held 247 entries of 314 plants 
and the intermediate held 40 plants in 36 entries. No AGS Medals were 

Narcissus obesus ‘Lee Martin’, Farrer medal winner Above: judging
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Saxifraga ‘Coolock Gem’, certificate of merit
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awarded because there were no entries in the 6-pan classes in either section. 
David Millward took the prestigious Farrer medal for the first time. His 
stunning pan of Narcissus obesus ‘Lee Martin’ is David’s pride, and I counted 
well over 170 blooms in this one pan. Coincidentally, Alan Furness won the 
Sandhoe trophy for the best plant in a 19 cm pan with the same cultivar.

The aggregate prize points award of the R B Cooke plate was won by 
Don Peace with 22 open firsts. Raymond Hurd took an SRGC bronze medal 
and the Gordon Harrison cup for 16 intermediate firsts. Don also took home 
the Ivor Barton memorial trophy for 6 pans of monocots with the sole entry 
in class 103. The E G Wilson trophy gave him a third award with his class 100 
entry of 3 pans of new or rare. It was interesting that his 9 pans comprised 
entirely fritillaries!

Four certificates of merit were awarded. Frank Hoyle gained one for his 
large Saxifraga ‘Coolock Gem’. Mike Dale’s Mukdenia rossii  stood out on the 
bench, as did Ian Kidman’s extensive Viola brevistipulata var. hidakana. Anne 

Mukdenia rossii, certificate of merit
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Wright showed a large range of uncommon daffodils throughout the show 
classes, including a fascinating potful displaying variation from seed. However, 
it was her elegant Narcissus ‘Giselle’ that deservedly gave her the certificate.

At the entrance door there was a huge exhibit of information boards, 
books and information about the Teesdale & Swaledale heritage programme. 
The North Pennine Partnership put this together and it gained them 
a large gold award that was richly deserved for the depth of coverage of the 
holistic approach to this area’s ecology.

Looking for the more unusual plants, a splash of shiny yellow with 
distinctive olive leathery leaves made me check that this was indeed the New 
Zealand native Ranunculus crithmifolius; Don Peace grew it from AGS seed in 
a gritty compost in similar conditions to those where I have seen it growing 
wild on the edge of a ski slope approach road. My attention was also attracted 
by Frank Hoyle’s Kelseya uniflora, an inhabitant of limestone in the USA’s 
Bighorn Mountains. 

Viola brevistipulata var. hidakana, certificate of merit
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I also admired 
a fiery and glowing 
Lachenalia aloides shown 
by Diane Clement that 
was displayed in the 
‘native to Africa’ class. 

Finally, I could not 
leave without purchasing 
far too many plants from 
the attentive nursery 
folk lining the entrance 
hall, so overall this was 
a very good day for me, 
and I believe for the 
many who attended this 
magnificent show.

Richard Green
(Photos: Peter Maguire)

This page: Narcissus ‘Giselle’, certificate of merit
Facing: Primula henrici, David Boyd award
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Adfern Ad TBC

Have you 
discovered all 
of the 
resources on 
our club 
website?

Head Head to 
www.srgc.net 
to  ind out 
more. 

hello@borderalpines.co.uk

01409 253654

www.borderalpines.co.uk

A choice selection of

alpines, bulbs & hardy

perennials, grown on

our nursery in Devon. 
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Have you 
discovered all 
of the 
resources on 
our club 
website?

Head Head to 
www.srgc.net 
to  ind out 
more. 

The Nursery is open by appointment.

enquiries@plantswithaltitude.co.uk

A wide selection of plants
including Primulas, Roscoeas,

Gentians, Saxifrages, Rhododendrons,
Ferns etc.

Hartside Nursery Garden
near Alston, Cumbria CA9 3BL

Tel. 01434 381372

www.plantswithaltitude.co.uk

A selection of Rare and Unusual
Hardy Plants grown at over

1000 feet in the North Pennines

Would you or someone  
you know, benefit from 
advertising in The Rock 
Garden? 
To find out more please contact:  
Ngaire Burston at nburston1@outlook.com

3,700 Varities of Perennial Seed 
www.jelitto.com

UK Office: Meadows (Fenton) Ltd · Phone (01480) 46 35 70 · angela@jelitto.com

  PERENNIAL SEEDS · PRODUCTION · BREEDING · SEED TECHNOLOGY

HYPERICUM
’Moonlight’

NEW!
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         The Cyclamen Society offers its members: 

 

 For details contact Arthur Nicholls, Little Orchard, Church Road, West Kingsdown, 
Kent TN15 6LG or  email: membership@cyclamen.org  
Membership: UK Single: £10.00; UK Family: £12.00 

Europe & Rest of World: Single: £16; Family: £18  
 

Website: www.cyclamen.org 

 

 

A twice-yearly full-colour journal with information on all aspects of Cyclamen  
A seed distribution in late summer, the best time to sow for rapid germination                     
Expert advice on all aspects of the genus 
Shows and plant sales 

Tinnisburn Plants
Upper Millsteads, Canonbie, 

Dumfriesshire, DG14 0RY
Specialising in truly hardy perennials we offer a 

year round mail order service or visit the nursery, 
garden & tearoom. 

Nursery open April-Aug: Fri to Sun 10am-4pm 
Other times by appointment. Groups welcome.

Tel: 07544373815 | e-mail: helen@tinnisburn.co.uk  
| www.tinnisburn.co.uk

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our new list of Oncocyclus Irises and other rare bulbs will be available 

   in August/September.  (Sorry we can only send to Europe) 

                    For further details email: oncocyclus.iris@gmail.com 

 

     

dwarf hardy, rockery and alpine plants 
Geraniums, Cyclamen & Gentians 

special collections  

www.plantsforsmallgardens.co.uk 
Helianthemum ‘Peach Melba’ 
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paintings copyright © Estate of Pauline Dean

   We all gain more 
by sharing ...

The British 
     Iris Society

Join via the website 
or send a cheque for £15, 
payable to The British Iris Society, 
to Jake Croft, 
Lamport Hall, 
Lamport,
Northamptonshire
NN6 9HD
membership@britishirissociety.org.uk

www.britishirissociety.org.uk
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Join the 
Scottish Rhododendron Society 

Spring and Autumn garden tours and workshops  
A Yearbook, plus two Reviews annually  

Our own Seed List 
Annual Rhododendron Show with Plant Sales 

and Refreshments 

Free entry to Crarae and Arduaine Gardens  

Optional membership of the American 
Rhododendron Society with quarterly Journal 

and access to Seed List  
Membership starts at £15.00 

Visit our website: 
www.scottishrhododendronsociety.org.uk 

Contact our secretary: Katrina Clow  
Townend of Kirkwood,  

Stewarton, Ayrshire. KA3 3EW 
Tel: 01560 483926 or 07914 316 119

Would you or someone  
you know, benefit from 
advertising in The Rock 
Garden? 
To find out more please contact:  
Ngaire Burston at nburston1@outlook.com
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Join our Fachgesellschaft andere Sukkulenten e.V. (FGaS) 
•Oldest society dedicated to all the other succulents (except cacti) in the world 
•Aim: improve knowledge about other succulents 
•Quarterly mainly bi-lingual (German – English) member journal Avonia, A4 format, 84 pages,  
with numerous colour pictures, included in the membership fee of 45 € (German inhabitants 40 €) 
•Annual meeting with two-day conference with world-renowned experts and extensive plant stock 
market 
•Communities of interest to special plant groups such as "Euphorbia", "Mesembs” and others with 
independent activities 
•Seed exchange provides a substantial seed offer from member donations to members. The seed list 
will be sent to the members at the beginning of the year 
•Further information about the FGaS and its facilities can also be found on the Internet at www.fgas-
sukkulenten.de.

Contact persons: 
Office: Eberhard Seiler, D-04626 Thonhausen, Dorfstr. 73, Tel. +49 3762 47985, E-Mail: geschaeftsstelle@fgas-sukkulenten.de  
President: Dr. Jörg Ettelt, Mozartstraße 44, D-59423 Unna, Tel. +49 2303 968196, E-Mail: praesident@fgas-sukkulenten.de 

200-6 Toyama, Minami-Ku, Sapporo-Shi,
Hokkaido, 061-2275, Japan

湯 沢 園 芸
-YUZAWA ENGEI-

Unusual and rare plants and seeds
in fields, mountains and alpines from JAPAN 

https://www.yuzawa-engei.net
https://www.facebook.com/yuzawaengei
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JAPAN 
Unusual and rare plants and seeds

in fields, mountains and alpines from

http://www.yuzawa-engei.net
https://www.facebook.com/yuzawaengei

200-6 Toyama, Minami-Ku, Sapporo-Shi,
Hokkaido, 061-2275, Japan

湯 沢 園 芸
-YUZAWA ENGEI-
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Join the  
Scottish Rhododendron Society 
Spring and Autumn garden tours and 

workshops 
A Yearbook, plus two Reviews annually 

Our own Seed List 
Hosts to the annual Scottish National 
Rhododendron Show with plant sales 
Free entry to Crarae and Arduaine 

Gardens 
Optional membership of the American 
Rhododendron Society with quarterly 

Journal and access to Seed List 
Membership starts at £15.00 

Visit our website: 
 www.scottishrhodos.co.uk 

Contact our secretary Willie Campbell 
13 Fir Road, Doune,  

Perthshire FK16 6HU 
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British Cactus
& Succulent
Society
Website: http://www.bcss.org.uk
•Quarterly full colour Journal,

CactusWorld, for all levels of interest,
covering conservation, cultivation,
propagation, plant hunting and habitats,
botanical gardens, plant descriptions, book
reviews, seed lists, news and views, and
advertisements from suppliers worldwide. 

•Optional subscription to Bradleya, a high
quality annual publication, with articles of
a more scientific nature.

•Online discussion Forum and publications
including books.

•See our website for current subscription
details.  Cheques should be made payable
to BCSS.

•Over 80 local branches.
•Further details also available from our

Membership Secretary: 
Mr A Morris, 6 Castlemaine Drive,
Hinckley, Leicester  LE10 1RY,  UK.
Telephone: +44 (0) 1455  614410.
Email: membership@bcss.org.uk

Join our Fachgesellschaft andere Sukkulenten e.V. (FGaS) 
• Oldest society dedicated to all the other succulents (except cacti) in the world 
• Aim: improve knowledge about other succulents 
• Quarterly mainly bi-lingual (German – English) member journal "Avonia", about 80 pages, A4 

format, with numerous colour pictures, included in the membership fee of 45 € (German inhabitants 
40 €) 

• Annual meeting with two-day conference with world-renowned experts and extensive plant stock 
market 

• Communities of interest to special plant groups such as "Euphorbia", "Mesembs” and others with 
independent activities 

• Seed exchange provides a substantial seed offer from member donations to members. The seed list 
will be sent to the members at the beginning of the year 
Further information about the FGaS and its facilities can also be found on the Internet at www.fgas-
sukkulenten.de.

Contact persons: 
Office: Eberhard Seiler, D-04626 Thonhausen, Dorfstr. 73, Tel. +49 3762 47985, E-Mail: 
geschaeftsstelle@fgas-sukkulenten.de  
President: Dr. Jörg Ettelt, Mozartstraße 44, D-59423 Unna, Tel. +49 2303 968196, E-Mail: 
praesident@fgas-sukkulenten.de 
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SAJA

Société des Amateurs de Jardins Alpins
For gardening lovers of alpines. Annual membership benefits

include:  Plantes  de  Montagne  et  de  Rocaille,  a  colourful

quarterly  bulletin,  the  yearly  seed  exchange,  the  annual

plants sale, conferences and botanical tours. Join us on line at

h  ttp://sajafrance.fr

SAJA, B.P. 432 - 75233 Paris Cedex 05 (France)

Email address: contact@sajafrance.fr
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HIMALAYAN GARDENS LTD

An eclectic selection of growing plants, tubers 
bulbs and rhizomes from Achimenes to Zingibers 
and all stops in-between. Shipped from Angus, 
Scotland. Shop online at: 

www.himalayangardens.com

Discover our bulbs as well as alpine, bog and 
woodland plants from around the world, with lots of 
rarities. 

Visit www.kevockgarden.co.uk 
to see our on line bulb and plant catalogues. 

Or, send 4x1st Class stamps for a printed copy to: 
Stella Rankin, 16 Kevock Road, Lasswade, Midlothian EH18 1HT 

Tel/Fax: 0131 454 0660 
Email: info@kevockgarden.co.uk 

Mail Order - Wholesale - Garden Design 

New Zealand Alpine Garden Society 
invites you to join other overseas members enjoying the benefits of our 
Society.  Two informative Bulletins each year and an extensive NZ Native 
section in our seed list enhance the contact with New Zealand alpine plant 
lovers.  Enquiries to the Secretary, or join now sending N.Z. $38 for annual 

New Zealand Alpine Garden Society 
P.O. Box 2984, Christchurch, NEW ZEALAND  

 www.nzags.com 
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Fachgesellschaft andere Sukkulenten e.V.
established 1982

Quarterly full colour journal “AVONIA
Annual subscription:
Germany: 30 €  incl. pp. Other countries: 35 €  incl. pp.
Study groups: Aloe, Ascleps, Euphorbia, Mesembs und Yucca.
Contact: Wilfried Burwitz, Postfach 100206, D-03002 Cottbus
Email: geschaeftsstelle@fgas-sukkulenten.de
                      

www.fgas-sukkulenten.de

“

www.thescottishauriculaandprimulasociety.com
Do come and join this new society that hopes to stimulate and conserve the cultivation of Auriculas and Primulas.

Benefits for members: Yearbook; Exhibit free at any of the society shows. Membership starts at £8.00. Please visit website for details.
Contact our secretary Dr. Alison Goldie:

               secretary@thescottishauriculaandprimulasociety.com

Have you 
discovered all 
of the 
resources on 
our club 
website?

Head Head to 
www.srgc.net 
to  ind out 
more. 
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New Zealand Alpine Garden Society  
 

We invite you to join other 
overseas members. 
Two bulletins posted each 
year, informative speakers on 
zoom, seed list, including 
natives.  
 
 
 
$NZ45 or $NZ20 (for full 
electronic membership, not 
including seed exchange)  

NZAGS.com 
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The Cyclamen Society offers its members: 
 
A twice-yearly full-colour journal with information on all aspects of Cyclamen. 
A seed distribution in late summer, the best time to sow for rapid germination. 
Expert advice in all aspects of the genus. 
Shows and plant sales. 
Local Group meetings in the Midlands. 

For details contact: Publicity Officer: Vic Aspland, 27 Osmaston Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY8 2AL 
Or visit our website at www.cyclamen.org 

 
Membership: Single: £10.00; Family: £12.00; rest of world: £16.00 (by PayPal £16.50) 
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Would you or someone  
you know, benefit from 
advertising in The Rock 
Garden? 
To find out more please contact:  
Ngaire Burston at nburston1@outlook.com
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SAJA

Société des Amateurs de Jardins Alpins
For gardening lovers of alpines. Annual membership benefits

include:  Plantes  de  Montagne  et  de  Rocaille,  a  colourful

quarterly  bulletin,  the  yearly  seed  exchange,  the  annual

plants sale, conferences and botanical tours. Join us on line at

h  ttp://sajafrance.fr

SAJA, B.P. 432 - 75233 Paris Cedex 05 (France)

Email address: contact@sajafrance.fr
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HIMALAYAN GARDENS LTD

An eclectic selection of growing plants, tubers 
bulbs and rhizomes from Achimenes to Zingibers 
and all stops in-between. Shipped from Angus, 
Scotland. Shop online at: 

www.himalayangardens.com

Discover our bulbs as well as alpine, bog and 
woodland plants from around the world, with lots of 
rarities. 

Visit www.kevockgarden.co.uk 
to see our on line bulb and plant catalogues. 

Or, send 4x1st Class stamps for a printed copy to: 
Stella Rankin, 16 Kevock Road, Lasswade, Midlothian EH18 1HT 

Tel/Fax: 0131 454 0660 
Email: info@kevockgarden.co.uk 

Mail Order - Wholesale - Garden Design 

New Zealand Alpine Garden Society 
invites you to join other overseas members enjoying the benefits of our 
Society.  Two informative Bulletins each year and an extensive NZ Native 
section in our seed list enhance the contact with New Zealand alpine plant 
lovers.  Enquiries to the Secretary, or join now sending N.Z. $38 for annual 

New Zealand Alpine Garden Society 
P.O. Box 2984, Christchurch, NEW ZEALAND  

 www.nzags.com 
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Fachgesellschaft andere Sukkulenten e.V.
established 1982

Quarterly full colour journal “AVONIA
Annual subscription:
Germany: 30 €  incl. pp. Other countries: 35 €  incl. pp.
Study groups: Aloe, Ascleps, Euphorbia, Mesembs und Yucca.
Contact: Wilfried Burwitz, Postfach 100206, D-03002 Cottbus
Email: geschaeftsstelle@fgas-sukkulenten.de
                      

www.fgas-sukkulenten.de

“

www.thescottishauriculaandprimulasociety.com
Do come and join this new society that hopes to stimulate and conserve the cultivation of Auriculas and Primulas.

Benefits for members: Yearbook; Exhibit free at any of the society shows. Membership starts at £8.00. Please visit website for details.
Contact our secretary Dr. Alison Goldie:

               secretary@thescottishauriculaandprimulasociety.com

Would	you	or	
someone	you	
know,	bene1it	from	
advertising	in	The	
Rock	Garden?	
To	find	out	more	please	
contact:	
Ngaire	Burston	
nburston1@outlook.com
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viranaturaviranatura
Why not join us in 2024 to explore the Why not join us in 2024 to explore the 
wonderful plants in their native habitats?wonderful plants in their native habitats?

We offer We offer 
a special a special 
5% 5% 
discount discount 
on a on a 
selection selection 
of tours. of tours. 
All you All you 
have have 
to do to do 
is book is book 
before 15 before 15 
February February 
2024. 2024. 

Botanical Holidays 2024

MARCH IN THE WESTERN CAPE 16-31 March 2024
ARMENIA – IRISES AND ANCIENT ART 30 April – 8 May 2024
SPRING IN THE CAPE 13-28 September 2024
YUNNAN IN AUTUMN 23 Sept – 3 October 2024
CHILE SHADOW OF THE CONDOR 3-14 January 2025
BARRIER OF SPEARS - DRAKENSBERG 16-31 January 2025
LILIES OF THE BACK SEA 17-30 June 2025

www.viranatura.com   info@viranatura.comLicence no: 7938



Adverts122








