


What has been happening since th
last Bulb Log? The period opened
with more snow falling it was

the kind of snow that clings to
everything including the trees
making for some very pretty vistas
seenon my walks and in the
garden which you can see this

snowyBulb Log Video garden
diary.

Then the weather turned to rain
which quickly washed all the snow
away and it has not stopped
raining since. We are currently
sitting at 21consecutivelaysof
rain. In January we had 271
percent of the average rainfall for
that month and we achieved the
average rainfall foFebruaryin the
first few days. | have not seen the
sun since | took these pictures on

8" January.
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All this snow followed by a lot of rain means there is plenty moisture in the ground to fuel tiheeimgrowth of
the early bulbs more o that later took the first two pictures on my walk the redtthe snow pictureare from
thegarden| am wondering if | should rename to the Weather report because | keep writing aboutaathérmas
the biggest effect on the plarbat will grow in thegarden and surrounding environment.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZF71HSON48&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZF71HSON48&t=8s

We had a good45 to 50 cms of snow with everythi




| have often shown theangingbird feeders but | do not forget to look after the ground f';eding birds especially
when the snow disrupts their normal foraging habitat.
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The weather changedlowing down from the north and the east bimggin the three weeks of gloom.
The sea was ragingmashing against the shore and breakwater. We could see the waves crashing over the sc
breakwater from our front doorstepd the stormy conditions disrupted the narrow channel into the busy port
stopping all shipping including the ferries to the northern isles.
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The snow melt combined with the constant ragvitably brought flooding Even the paths | regularly tread
through the fields and woods turned into burns with water flowing down them.

These flows were fed by the pools of water gthering ifotledying areas of the field. Note the clump of
daffodils, bottom right, growing on the wall which leads me nicely back home to look ldtlewdaffs.
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All through thegloomy period the lighti in the bulb houses was greatly restr,lctlmi by the snow Iylng on the roof
then by the ceiling of heavy dark cloud that we had for 21 days in a row. This caused the stems which were s
growing to get longer and flop over but still thdiminutiveflowers were lovely.




The start of the wee dadkasons dominatel bythe white flowerdut laterit switches towards yelloywvhich is
now the dominant colour in our plantings.




Narcsi ssu 6Cr cas'ces over thé edgenap thair 6tems flop while a Narcissus bulbocodium w
has stouter stems remans upright.
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Narcissus bulbocodium.




This cool, damp, dark weather is not conducive to a gebdfseedbut it is perfect for the growth of grey moulds.
As the flowersfade and wither mustremove them to prevent the mould from moving from the dead material to

leaves and ultimately down to the bulbs.
‘

- "1 | normally say that
you should not
dead head your
bulbs- letthem
give you a harvest
of seedsbut in this
case when there
will be no seed |
remove the flowers
as they turn.
Bulbsthatare not
setting seed will go
dormant that bit
earlier so | have to
think about
building next years
budsin the bulbs
belowso feeding
so | am applying
additional feed that
bit earlier




— FRUIT & FLOWER FOOD -

Sulphate of

IDEAL FOR TOMATOES, FLOWERS & FRUITS s
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As a reminder | give a feed of Sulp "ate of Potaghch | bought at a local B&Q gardenentre, other brands will
be available. It is Potassium oxide (K2 O) 488tublein water that comes in the form of a white powder which |

sprinkle on the pots or across the sand beds as the flowerS\idldleach watering a little will be taken down to
the roots.
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The growth and flowers we get in te gérphﬁarting i Januaryust keepsn going with more and more plants
joining in the display with each passing day. Primula, Eranthis, alehtBas all combiimg here.
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The first few flowers oPrimula vulgarls have emerged into the cold frosty sunshumjeterred by the cold
conditionsand like us anxious to face the sunshine we have so missed in recent months.

While we have had some rowers on thyaclamen coumover the winter it is now puttlng ona Iover display
growing and seeding around among the moss.




Cyclamen coum




Looking across the smathosscoveredsand bedowardsbeds that are filling up with Snowdrops and Snowflakes.
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nin but 0 ntjmp out the same as the Snowo
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The first Crocus flowers of the season JOi‘
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Galanthus woronowii

Clumps of Snowdrops that should really be split up are waiting for a slightly milder day to open their flowers fi



