


Here we ar@gainat the
final Bulb Logof the year
How did thathappen?
- ONho knows where the
| ti me ?2goesod
As | look back at this year
it is the changing weather
~ that seems to be foremost.
. The plants also mark the
W passing of theeasonshut
they do it in a different
way. While we moan about
how things are not as
ormabthe plants just
react to the conditions that
they are experiencing. | see
the fat flower buds forming
on the Rhododendrons
holding next sprinds
- flowers, and think of the fat
bulbs undeground doing a
- ; . similar thing. But the buds
on thisRhododendron pachysanthumhave been fooled by the weather into opemmgowers prematurely. We
often gettheoccasional late season flowers opening on Rhododendrons, most commonly on the small leaved
but I have never seen so many out of season flowers opening on thédavgedones like this. Interestingly it is
only the buds on the north side of the plant that are revealing their flowers.

Rhododendron pachysanthunflowers on the North side of the plant are open.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oBMDcLf6WA&list=RD5oBMDcLf6WA&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oBMDcLf6WA&list=RD5oBMDcLf6WA&start_radio=1
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While thoseon the south side of the plant remain tightly siistracted by the neatly notched leaves chewed by
vine weevils

Typically, the flowers were tempted out by the unusually mild conditions we have exeriencd ti autumn jus
time to be hit by our first cold spell of winter whidelivered20cms of snow and temperatures dowrGt0.




The flowerswere destroyed bthe frostdransforming them int@oking like used teabagst will take some
eighteen months of growth before this side of the plant flowers af@itunately we will see the flowers on the
opposite side next spring. It is trying to figure outatdxactly triggerglants to react in such ways that keeps me
involved in growing plants.

The buds on different
species of Rhododendron
are as individual as their
flowers or leaves. Here |
will share a small
selection starting with
Rhododendron
thomsonii.
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Rhododendron decorum

The ChileanplantCrinodendron hbkerianum is fascinating in the way its buds develdpey arenot held
in atight bulbous shape buain its pedicel hanging down from the stems and start to appear soon after the norm
flowering period in the spring.




I have completed
the annual task of |
cutting back the |
old growth on the
driveways
Previously | have &
been on my handsj
and knees for

hours with a pair

of sheep shears
snipping the dead
stems mostly of

the Geranium
sanguineunto

clear the way for

the early bulbs.  §.5
This year | had thej
idea to use a =
battery driven

hedge trimmer
which worked
perfectly clearing
the drive in
minutesrather
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The cove f the bulb house sand beds where the flowers always open w
before the same clones do when growing in pots. Another of the plant worlds mysteries for me to puzzle over




As always it is the Bulbocodium group (Hoop Petticoat) that flower all through the winter sometimes starting
early as OctobeiThis year they have been a bit later thdiam hesitating to use the common tenormal because
| dondt know -Wheasaglaarthanmmarost years, s o

| have written many times about tlusarminggroup that interbreed to produce a wonderful selection of plants th
involve Narcissus albidus, bulbocodium, cantabricus and romiaoraing others.
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wittplenty more budst variousstages stilto come At the back you can see




I love the close proximity of the different colours and forms #hnise when they agrowingrandomlyin the sand
over the clonal groups growing in pots.

s GRadlty .
penwmigh plenty of budsstill to come through theinter seasonit is
essential thathey have sufficient water to allow them to grow welh regular watering in mild conditions




We cardeners should never turn our backs on the common native plants stediraselix, (Common lvy). It
produces both flowers and fruits all through the winter providing &swbisheltefor a host of nativevildlife .




| have never sedny flowering so freely beforall around the areasavell ashere in the garden where it is allowed
to grow up the southern boundary wall. Care needs to be taken to ensure that it does not take over completel
is easy to cut back where it starts to creep along the ground or towards trees antl sisutzg a difficult task it

just takes time. The birds eat the seed and spread it around the garden so | do watch for the weehiags
very easily identified as Iyyand remove them.

Where you have

Ivy you are also

likely to get the

semiparasitic

Orobanche

hederae
(Broomrape)

which has appeared

very late this year.
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| received a number of complimentary comments about the pictures showing the many trees and shrubs in th
autumn colours last month. Now the leaves have fallen they become more important to the structure of the g
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This Pieris is ne of the oldest Iant in the gardewigghere since 1974, the conifer in the background arrived
not much after that. To prevethie Reris fromdevelopingnto a massive sprawling bush | rountinly prune and cut
it backkeeping the attractive trunk visible.
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These scenes appear regularly

S

i h BuIIIy to iIit thvchangiluson display from

seasonal sequenceshafibs that grow across these hdts important that they retain some structure during the

winter.
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Therecentfrost and snow heaef i l'l'y pushed the Cyananthus | obat
trailing stems has now become detached as the plant retneligroundintil the spring This makest easy to just
lift off the tangled mab open up this end of the bed givilnght and air to the bulbs also growing here.




The mat now gone | can see the shoots already poking through the gravel.

Shoots appearing



