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As October advances into 

November the garden is going 

through one of the biggest 

seasonal changes of the year. 

Having served their purpose 

supporting and nourishing the 

plants through the growing season, 

the deciduous leaves are now 

turning colour and falling from the 

plants. Daylight hours are 

noticeably reducing which hastens 

the autumn colours of the leaves as 

they flutter down to briefly 

decorate the ground, with a 

colourful carpet before they turn 

brown. Then the leaves need to be 

cleared from the pathways and 

where they have fallen on smaller 

plants where they can cause 

damage. 

I will leave the leaves on most of 

the bulb and shrub beds where they form a natural mulch that can break down to feed the soil. 

 

 
These leaves form a natural organic mulch which supports the fungi whose far reaching mycelium, turn what could 

be barren soil into a rich medium.  The action of the fungi help breakdown the organic matter converting the 

nutrients it contains into a soluble form that the plants can easily absorb through their roots.  

 

 



 

 

 

I am very happy to see 

the many fungi that 

appear around the 

garden, mostly in the 

backend of the year, as 

it is a clear sign that we 

have a healthy soil. 

 

I also find them very 

attractive dotting around 

the garden. 

From the evidence that 

many of these fungi get 

chewed they also 

provide a source of food 

for some of the smaller 

fauna that shares our 

garden.  
 

 

 
I will move some of the bigger leaves, such as the tree peonies, which tend to fall in a soggy heap at the base of the 

plants, taking them to the compost heaps where they can break down before being spread later as a mulch or used in 

potting mixes. As you can see from the images, we have a balanced mixture of deciduous and evergreen plants. The 

leaves of evergreens such as Pines and Rhododendrons do not last for ever some can stay green for a few years 

before they drop but they only drop after the new crop of leaves has grown hence the plants appear evergreen. 



 
It is easy to find beauty, hope and pleasure in the autumn shut down. The beauty is in the shapes and colours of the 

stems and leaves as they get ready to fall, the hope is that the fat seeds will produce new plants plus as I have 

already mentioned the goodness that is returned to the soil as the leaves decay. 

 

 
The autumn colour is developing on the trees by the day indicating this is going to be one of the most colourful 

autumn seasons of recent years. 



 
Some plants in the herbaceous group almost defy that description by staying green through out the winter and these 

tend to be the native species such as Digitalis and some ferns.  

 

 
Silene dioica and Primula vulgaris can also stay green all winter unless we get prolonged deep frosts. Their green 

leaves get chewed and tatty and when I come to mulch, I cover them up which seems to invigorate the plants. 



 
It is not the old, tired leaves that we see on Cyclamen coum and hederifolium but the recently emerged new flush 

of leaves that can stay growing for almost a year if the summer is not too hot and dry. I need to ensure that these 

leaves do not get covered in falling leaves. 

 

 
Cyclamen hederifolium 



 
I love the hope that the new growth of Cyclamen leaves gives to a garden that is otherwise shutting down to hide 

from the winter months.  
 

 
It is also at this time of year that other plants and features become more obvious such as the ferns that stay 

evergreen and the streaked pattern of the bark on this Acer which now rises through a lovely red carpet of the fallen 

leaves.  



 
Many years ago, I planted out a small pot of silver leaved Cyclamen hederifolium seedlings and it has slowly 

expanded every year as more seeds germinate where they fall from the capsule. 

 

 
In other gardens the seeds get distributed by ants, but we have none of these, so I have to intervene spreading them 

across the garden either by scattering the seeds or carefully lifting and transplanting the tiny seedlings as they 

germinate in clusters. 



 
Another update on the progress of the small leaved Rhododendrons that I cut back to the ground earlier this year. 

Apart from the few that had already died out some years ago they are all now covered in new growth, and I can tidy 

up the chopped off stems trimming the stumps back to where the growths emerge. 

 

 
I donôt expect to get many flowers on this new growth until it has matured for a year then I hope we will get domes 

of colour as the plants flower freely again. 

 



 

 
There are plenty more fungi in the front garden growing in harmony with the pines, acers and other trees and shrubs 

that now dominate this space. 



 
Heading back towards the house it is hard to spot where the paths are, until I clear the leaves, something I am 

reluctant to do while they are so colourful. 

 

 
Previously I looked at how the troughs were faring in our hot dry summer - showing how the plants suffered in 

these conditions without any watering. Now with the return of the cooler weather and rain I can report that most of 

the plants are mounting a recovery with a late burst of growth. 


