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Eucomis bicolor 
 

 

 



 

The front cover 

picture shows 

Eucomis bicolor 
in what I think is 

its most 

decorative stage. 

When the 

swelling, bright 

green seed 

capsules are held 

aloft on the 

purple blotched 

stem above which 

we see the 

remaining 

flowers, varying 

in colour 

according to their 

stage of maturity, 

topped off with a 

pineapple like tuft 

of leafy bracts. 
 

 

Now the foliage of Podophyllum hexandrum is collapsing, the large red fruits, which have been hiding under the 

leaves, are revealed.    

 

 
The plants that form dry seed capsules have already shed their valuable contents but now is the season of the fruits 

where the seed is surrounded by some form of fleshy structure known by gardeners as fruits; such as this Fuchsia 

procumbens fruit that I sectioned to reveal the seed inside. 



 
This is the first year when we have had so many ripening fruits on our Fuchsia procumbens and I speculate this 

harvest is down to the warm dry summer when it produced a long succession of flowers. This plant is over thirty 

years old and the only factor that has varied is that we have experienced two of the warmest, driest summers on 

record. Nature always achieves a balance so while some of the plants we grow will enjoy the warming climate, the 

majority we have chosen (because they prefer what has been our typical cool moist summer) may sadly be put 

under stress in the dryness.  

 

Two summers ago, 

when we were 

suffering from the 

first drought, I 

wrote that some of 

the harm caused to 

the plants may not 

manifest itself until 

the following year 

or later and that was 

indeed the case. The 

growth on a number 

of Rhododendrons 

was poor and then 

we had a similar 

second long hot dry 

period this year 

which compounded 

the damage to the 

roots and they did 

not get a chance to 

recover fully. 


