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Fuchsia procumbens 



The large flowers 

displayed on many plants 

shout out, demanding our 

attention, while there are 

others that are more 

modest that we need to 

seek out if we want to 

enjoy their unique beauty 

and one of those plants 

whose flowers just 

whisper is Fuchsia 

procumbens.  

It is a prostrate shrub 

endemic to coastal areas 

of the North Island of 

New Zealand and it 

belongs to a South 

Pacific lineage that 

apparently diverged from 

all other fuchsias around 

30 million years ago. 

For most of the year it 

hides underground 

protected from the elements only sending up its trailing stems and small leaves when summer has taken charge. 

 
Over the years it has reached out extending its territory to over two metres appearing among other shrubs as well as 

popping out between the rocks of the wall where I can best get in close to appreciate the colourful flowers. The 

seeds are carried in large red decorative fruits but we rarely see these in our garden partly because of the colder 

conditions of autumn prevents them ripening but also because they make tasty treats which are eaten by all types of 

wild life. 



 
Fuchsia procumbens 

 

This Corydalis 

sp. is another 

whispering 

plant with 

racemes of 

small yellow 

flowers over 

ferny foliage. 

We raised it 

from seed 

collected in the 

Himalaya by 

our late friend 

Alistair 

McKelvie.  

I am assuming 

it is a Corydalis 

although it 

could be a 

related fumaria 

ï I would be 

grateful if 

anybody can 

identify it.  

It is a plant that 

seeds gently around the garden where I welcome its ferny foliage followed by the late appearance of the flowers. 


