


There is only
one flowering
stem on this
group of
Eucomis
bicolor this
year; the lack of
more flowers is
possibly as a
result of the
very dry
weather when it
was in growth
last summer.
The plant may
also be better off
if 1 lift and
separate the
tubers out a bit
to minimise the
competition
between them.

Not all of the Eucomis we grow are hardy in our garden; I have to keep these two in pots that are kept completely
dry under cold glass throughout the winter. In the late spring when | see signs of a shoot | give them a good soak
and place them outside where they stay until the autumn frosts start.




We have had a
more even rainfall
this summer so
most plants have
been well supplied
with water - until
recently that is.
We have had little
substantial rain for
the last few weeks
and for the first
time this year the
garden is quite
dry. The fronds on
some of the ferns
in the driest parts
of the garden are
shrivelling up.
This has not
prevented the
Matteuccia
struthiopteris
from producing a
growth of spore
bearing fronds.
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Allium wallichii

Most Alliums finished flowering some time ago indeed they have now retreated underground but the Allium
wallichii are only just coming into flower, making them ideal plants to bring some late flowers to the garden beds.
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All our plants of Allium wallichii grew from one packet of wild collected seed and have the same dark colour but |
have seen pictures showing a range of colour forms of this species — | must try and get seed from these to introduce
a wider range of colours to our garden. The original plants we raised have been allowed to seed around establishing

a good colony which I help to spread by scattering the seeds around the garden.

Allium prattii, which we introduced from the same seed collecting source, is now in seed which | will scatter.
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The first of September is the day for the first storm in the bulb houses — that is the day I give all the bulbs, which
have been sitting dry throughout the summer, a thorough soaking.
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It is important that the pots are completely soaked and as they start off IeI ry this can take some time to
achieve, even with a hose pipe and spray nozzle. I go round all the pots in turn flooding them to the top and leaving

them to drain, which may take a few minutes after the first soaking.




After they have
been watered a
good test to see if
you have got the
correct amount of
drainage in your
potting mixture is
to flood the pots
and watch how
quickly they drain.

The pots are all
watered now and
waiting for the new
season’s growth to
appear.
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the bulbs into growth is a mystery and has always fascinated me: some start into
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The precie parameters that trigger

growth before | add any water. As the flowers were produced before the bulbs went into their summer rest some,
such as this Scilla obtusifolia, will flower before any root or leaf growth starts, while others such as the Muscari
species, below, will produce leaves and roots in autumn but wait until spring to flower.

| spotted these
leaves appearing
last week and as
leaf growth
indicates the
roots are also
growing |
watered this pot
ahead of the
general storm.
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It is only a few weeks ago that the last of the flowers in the

down quickly and I have cleared away all the remains of the old growth of they are also ready for the first storm.

As | cleared away the dried remains of previous foliage, | discovered the leaves of a Drimia nana in growth.
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For the sand beds | follow a similar procedure givinga watering and rooding the sand then Ieaving it t drain
before going over it again.
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The water takes longer to drain in some areas than
resisting the penetration of the water than poor drainage.




R 2 s _
It will take some amount of
passes flooding the surface, | scraped back the surface, after it drained, to find some areas still completely dry. |
have a drainage system that recycles the water as it drains away from the sand so I can see how long it takes for any

water to drain away. | will leave the sand beds for several hours or even until the next day to allow the first soaking
to penetrate the sand then I dig a few small test holes to check if it has gone all the way through and where

necessary water again.

the sand for any and dig them back in.




'the ones in flower in ih'e"garden.
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oscoea ‘Harvington Imperial’, Co saema nepenthoides will be
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familiar to regular readers as I have shown it a few times already but it still continues to delight me.




Veratrum fimbriatum
Veratrum fimbriatum is endemic to California where it grows in the North Coastal coniferous forests of Mendocino
County - old hippies of my vintage may remember that county became the home to many of the 1960’s singer
songwriters that | still enjoy listening to, plus other plants that we grow such as Scoliopus bigelovi.




Various Colchicum cultivars are pushing through in many areas of the garden as we are now in autumn.
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One more colchicum to finish off this week as | head across to Inverewe garden on th
rock garden with an international team of crevice garden experts — | gave more details of the project, crevice

gardens and the talks we will be giving in Bulb Log 3119



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2019Jul311564567911BULB_LOG_3119.pdf

