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Rhododendron leaves 

 

Nothing is more 

characteristic of 

autumn than the 

leaves as they turn 

yellow, red and 

bright orange often 

with splashes of 

green still visible 

when you view 

them against the 

light as captured in 

the cover image of 

Hamamelis leaves. 

Photographed into 

the sun, exposed to 

retain the deep blue 

skies and using a 

small aperture 

which achieves the 

star effect of the 

sun.  

Shafts of light from 

the low sun passing 

through the trees 

and shrubs greatly 

adds to the drama of 

the season by 

picking out and 

highlighting colours 

creating striking effects of light and shade. 



 

 

Rhododendron 

leaves(above) also take on 

autumn colours as they 

come towards the end of 

their life then fall off ï it is 

just that instead of lasting 

for a single growing season 

each Rhododendron leaf  

can last one or two years 

before it is shed so the shrub 

is never without leaves. 

There are some 

Rhododendrons that are 

deciduous, losing all their 

leaves every year, most of 

these are what we used to 

know as Azalea before they 

were sunk into 

Rhododendron. 

 

Crocus have a habit of getting everywhere in our garden as you may notice in this picture where a lone Crocus 

nudiflorus has made its way into the bonsai pot. 

 

 
The spotlight effect of a shaft of sunlight picks out Colchicum agrippinum and Crocus speciosus flowers growing 

through the fine foliage of Geranium robertianum with further colourful highlights provided by the leaves fallen 

from the Hamamelis, seen above and on the cover. 


