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Our fine weather has disappeared to be replaced by heavy rain, cloud and gale force winds making getting 

photographs for the Bulb Log a real challenge this week. One task that is essential especially in cold damp 

conditions like we are now experiencing is the removal of flowers as soon as they collapse. In bright sunny 

conditions the collapsed and dropping flowers will shrivel and dry out and not cause problems but in high humidity 

they become mushy wet blankets that will quickly become populated by grey moulds that will also damage any of 

the leaves that they come into contact with.  The cover picture shows a mixture of Crocus and Colchicum flowers; 

some plucked in the bulb house, others that were felled by the gales or slugs, I collected from the garden. This 

picture does show that we can continue to enjoy the beauty of the colours long after the flowers have collapsed.  

 

 
This white Crocus speciosus hybrid has many flowers: the first to open are now starting to wilt and in these 

conditions they are attracting the moisture and need to be plucked off . Holding the flower tube below the petals -  

pulling sharply upwards should remove it cleanly but if the tube breaks try and remove the bit that is left. 



 
Crocus kotschyanus 

The first flowers of this Crocus kotschyanus are also starting to wilt. Hopefully they have already served their 

purpose and been 

fertilised in the 

sunny warm 

weather last week 

but now they 

should be 

removed. With the 

weather being so 

cold and damp 

there is no chance 

of the pollen on 

these wilting 

flowers being able 

to fertilise the 

seeds.   

 

The flowers that 

have collapsed and 

are lying on the 

gravel must also be 

removed before 

the leaves appear. 

 



 
Colchicum baytopiorum 

Removing the old flowers is even more critical when the leaves of the bulbs grow at the same time as the flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The old flowers 

are now 

carefully 

removed so the 

leaves can grow 

on without the 

risk of grey 

mould. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Cyclamen cyprium 

Removal of the old flowers from Cyclamen is even more critical as the flowers fall onto the flat surface of the 

leaves as you will see if you observe both these pictures carefully. 

 
Cyclamen mirabile 

 


