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Ourfine weather hadisappearetb be replaced by heavy rarloud andgale force winds making getting
photographgor the Bulb La a realchallengehis week One task that is essential especially in cold damp
conditions like we are now experiencinghe removabf flowers as soon as they collapBebright sunny
conditions the collapsed and dropping flowers will séirand dry out and not cause problems buigh humidity
they becomenushywet blankets that will quickly become populateddrngymouldsthat will also damage any of
the leaves that they come into contact witlne cover picture giws a mixture ofCrocusandColchicum flowers
some plucked in the bulb hoysthers thatwere felled by the gales or slygsollected from the gardeihis
picture does shothatwe can continue to enjoy the beauty of the colours long aftéiotlvers have collapsed.

This whiteCrocus speciosus hybrichas many flowerghe first to open are now starting to wilt and in these
conditions they are a#icting the moist and need tbe plucked &. Holding the flower tubdelow the petals
pulling sharply upwardshould remove it cleanly but if the tube breaks try and remove the bit that is left.




Crocus kotschyanus
The first flowers of thisCrocus kotschyanumre also startingp wilt. Hopefully theyhavealreadyserved their
purpose and been
fertilisedin the

sunny warm
weatherast week
butnowthey
shouldbe
removed With the
weathelbeingso
cold and damp
there isno chance
of thepollen on
thesewilting
flowers being able
to fertilise the
seeds

The flowers that
have collapsed and
are lying on the
gravel must also be
removed before
the leaves appear.




Colchicum baytopiorum
Removing the old flowers is even more critiedden the leaves of thmulbsgrow at the sameme as the flowers.

The old flowers
are now
carefully
removed so the
leaves can gro
on without the
risk of grey
mould.




Cyclamen cyprium
Removal of the old flowersom Cyclanenis even more criticas the flowers fall onto thigat surface of the
leavesasyou will see if you observisoth these picturesarefully.

Cyclamen mirabile



